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Customer needs and policies drive grid capabilities and corresponding 
enabling business functionality and technology
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Distribution Platform Capabilities

Capabilities derived from State policy objectives

From DSPx Volume 1 – Customer and State Policy 
Driven Functionality, version 1.1, March 23, 2017
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Integrated Planning Considerations

Integrated planning and analysis needed within and across the 

transmission, distribution and customer/3rd party domains 

From “Integrated Distribution Planning”, August 2016, 
prepared for the MN PUC, ICF International
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Architectural Considerations

From JD Taft, Architectural Basis for Highly Distributed Power Grids: 
Frameworks, Networks, and Grid Codes, PNNL-25480, June 2016

Laminar coordination framework enables scaling and optimization at 
both local and system levels
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Modern Distribution Grid

Advanced Technology 

Maturity Assessment
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Platform Considerations

Core components are foundational; applications layer on this 
foundation as additional functionality is needed

From DSPx, Volume 3 – Decision Guide, 
under review
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